
LEPC


MINUTES


Tuesday February 2, 2010

Torrington Area Health District
PRESENT:

Torrington Fire Chief John Field, Torrington Police Lt. Michael Emanuel, Torrington Senior Center Nancy Hodkoski and Mary Banholger, FuelCell Energy Gordon Brookes, City of Torrington Rick Dalla Valle, Torrington Area Health District Leslie Polito, American Red Cross Natalie Dos Santos, Burrville Vol. Fire Dept. Jay Andrews, Charlotte Hungerford Hospital Paul Rabeuf, CL&P Bob Axelrod, Campion Ambulance Fred Rosa, Patterson Oil Co. Sam Patterson, NWCTD Carol Deane and Tammy Ostroski

The meeting was called to order by Chief Field at 10:05 a.m.

Motion to accept minutes of previous meeting by Bob Axelrod, seconded by Nancy Hodkoski

Minutes accepted

Chief Field suggested the group go around the room and introduce themselves as it had been a while since the last meeting.

Emergency Response Plan

Chief Field reported that the Emergency Response Plan was completed last year and everyone should have received a copy by now.  If anyone still needs a copy of the plan please let Chief Field know and he will email one to you.  Chief Field announced that Tom Vannini has taken a new post with the State and therefore there will be a period of transition once a new person has been selected to head up the Emergency Response Plan.

Contingency Plan

Chief Field reported that the plan really needs to be updated and perhaps this should be made a goal for this year – to go over the plan and update the information.  He stated that he believes the number of primary facilities has decreased.
Regional Planning

Chief Field reported that the plan is out there and has been approved by Homeland Security. The plan includes the position of a Duty Officer at the regional level who will be responsible for communications and coordinating resources.

Chief Field stated that one of the problems in the past with the Regional Planning office is that there has been a lot of turnover in the office of the coordinator.  Now that Tom Vannini has taken the post there should be more stability.

Sam Patterson asked if the radio system is up and running.  Chief Field stated that it is and they have been testing it for the past few months.
Bob Axelrod suggested that the energy portion of the plan be reviewed.  He stated that without power nothing will work – without fuel there will be no transportation, no communications.  He suggested more fuel cells are different locations.  Discussion then followed with regard to generators or lack thereof, the fuel they would consume and availability of generators.  In the event of an emergency there would be limited fuel and a limited number of generators.  Bob Axelrod also raised the subject of solar power or wind power and suggested these options be explored.
Chief Field asked Sam Patterson if he had any MOU’s with anyone and he replied that he does not.  Bob Axelrod then asked the question, “when fuel is available, who gets it first?”  Chief Field said that he would check into the matter and discuss with Tom Vannini.  He will add it to the agenda for the next meeting.

SERC

Chief Field said that he did not have anything new to report here.  Not much going on at this time of year and he also reported that he had resigned his position with SERC but would continue to keep the group informed.
Grant Funding

Chief Field said that March is the deadline for 2007 grant spending and any ESF still having unused funds should spend them or they will lose them, 2008 is in the work and 2009 is not out yet.  Some of the projects funded with the grant money include GPS systems for ambulances and video conferencing capabilities for the 43 towns included in the region.

Chief Field then cautioned that the State’s budget crisis can have an effect on the grant money.

Communications

Chief Field reported that the combined dispatching/communications program with the Police Department and Fire Department has really taken off in the last couple of months.  The task group has been working on a plan for federal appropriation funds available to upgrade the Police Department’s radio system.  This upgrade will put them on the same frequencies as the Fire Department and EMS.  A July 1st date of moving the Fire Dispatch over is still projected.  Chief Field said he is pleased with the progress and that it is moving quickly and in the right direction.  He then reported that there is another round of funds available for construction, which could be used to modify a space for the combined dispatch function.
Training

Chief Field stated that the ICS 300 still had not been done and he asked if there were any other training needs.  The CERT program was discussed briefly – NWCC is offering a class in the spring and Chief Field said that he could run a CERT program if there was enough interest.  He said the problem with CERTs is that liability is a big issue when they are activated.

The ISC300 is a big commitment time-wise (3 days) but again, if there is enough interest a class will be offered.  Sam Patterson asked if there was any other major training that might be necessary.  Chief Field suggested that training on the EOC might be something worthwhile once the new director has been appointed.  It would be helpful to see how the ECO is set up, how it works.  Leslie Polito suggested training on WEB EOC also.  This is a State operated, on-line tracking program where many types of situations are reported such as Route 202 recently closed due to flooding.  The Red Cross uses it to update info on shelters, etc.
Tier II Reporting

Reports are due by March 1st. So far no reports have been received.
Priorities for 2009
1. Training – Discussed above
a. Exercises

2. ID Cards – Need forms and pictures to complete cards for LEPC members.
3. Regionalization of LEPC – Nothing reported
4. Transportation Plan – Tammy Ostroski reported that she and Joel Sekorski had almost completed the plan but were still trying to get Kelly and AllStar on board.  She said she felt that they had been avoiding them.  Chief Field said he would try to make contact with them. 
5. Member Issues – 
Chief Field said that if there were no objections he would like to begin sending communications regarding the LEPC electronically.  There were no objections so starting with the minutes of this meeting all communications will be sent via email.
Paul Rabeuf said the CHH will be holding an exercise on their Evacuation Plan on May 12th from 9a.m to 3 p.m.  He stated that transportation will be key.

Chief Field mentioned that PSTF will hold an ice storm tabletop exercise on February 25th and Winsted is planning a Haz-Mat exercise possibly some time in March.

Leselie Polito gave an update on the H1N1 virus and the vaccination.  She said the last wave peaked around the second week of November.  There may or may not be another wave, but right now people are not getting vaccinated.  There is plenty of vaccine on hand at this time.

Jay Andrews reported that the Fire Police program in Burrville is underway and should be completed and up and running by the middle of the summer.

The next meeting will be April 6th. Chief Field offered to host the meeting at the Fire Department.
Motion to adjourn by Leslie Polito; motion seconded by Sam Patterson.
Meeting adjourned at 11:50a.m.
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