
LEPC


MINUTES


Monday, June 15, 2009

Torrington Fire Department Headquarters
PRESENT:

Torrington Fire Chief John Field, Torrington Police Sgt. David Wood, Torrington Senior Center Nancy Hodkoski, Charlotte Hungerford Hospital Paul Rabeuf, CSI Catharina Ohm, FuelCell Energy Gordon Brookes, Campion Ambulance Fred Rosa, DEMHS Tom Vannini, Jelena Ivic, Melanie Kerr, Bob Christ, Tom Romano and Bob Kenny
The meeting was called to order by Chief Field at 10:15 a.m.

Chief Field started the meeting by mentioning that at the last meeting there had been some discussion about setting up an exercise, so he had invited Tom Romano of DEMHS to go over what is involved in setting up an exercise.
Chief Field introduced Bob Kenny then went around the room and introduced those present to the members of DEMHS in attendance.

Mr. Kenny thanked Chief Field for having them and explained that the Region 5 DEMHS had recently moved from Litchfield to Southbury.  The move has given them areas for training, classrooms and also allows them to serve as a backup location for the Hartford Armory in the event of an incident.

Tom Romano then conducted his presentation on setting up an exercise.  This included why conduct exercises, types of exercises, the steps involved in creating an exercise, and what happens after an exercise.
Some discussion followed Mr. Romano’s presentation with regard to the “private sector” of the LEPC group as opposed to the professionals, ie fire, police, DEMHS, etc.  

Paul Rabeuf raised the issue of concern regarding unrealistic expectations held by some of the nursing/long term care facilities in the area about what would happen in the event of a true emergency.
Bob Kenny of DEMHS said that it would be very easy for CHH to become overwhelmed in an emergency as some might view it as a regional resource as opposed to a local resource.  He said that the seminar process would be a great place to start to clarify the misconceptions, and important to bring these facilities to the table.
Catharina Ohm suggested that the group take their “coup” plans and review them to see where there may be gaps in resources.  Tom Romano mentioned that it is important to keep the scope narrow and defined and Tom Vannini  reminded members to keep their plans “all hazard” and not specific to a certain kind of incident – make then generic.

Melanie Kerr then mentioned WEB EOC, a web-based site awareness tool for members to see what is actually happening during any particular event, planned or unplanned.

Gordon Brookes said he feels that some people from the private sector do not feel comfortable participating as they are not familiar with the acronyms/jargon used, and he feels that a seminar to help people feel more comfortable would help to increase participation.

After thanking the DEMHS representatives for coming and sharing their expertise, Chief Field steered the meeting to the regular agenda items.

Emergency Response Plan

Nothing new to report

Contingency Plan

Nothing new to report
Regional Planning

Nothing new to report
SERC

Nothing new to report
Grant Funding

Chief Field reported that the spending determinations have been completed for the 2008 funding and 2007 is done. Nothing to report at this time on 2009 grant money.
Communications

Nothing new to report
Training

Chief Field reported that there is currently not much going on in the area of training.  He said there are some plans to schedule some training later in the year, possibly in the fall or winter.
Tier II Reporting

Tier II reporting is pretty much completed, most all reports have been sent in.

Priorities for 2009
1. Training – Discussed above
2. ID Cards – Forms are available for those who have not yet completed and submitted them.  Pictures are also needed from some members who have previously submitted their forms. Pictures may be sent electronically to Pam Edwards via email. 
3. Regionalization of LEPC - Chief Field reported that at the last meeting a subcommittee was commissioned to look into the possibility of a regional LEPC and what the benefits or drawbacks to that might be. The committee was to be made up of Nancy Hodkoski, Gordon Brookes and Rick Dalla Valle.  Gordon Brookes had prepared a report on their findings to date and distributed copies to those present.  Nancy thanked Gordon for his efforts in preparing the report.  Gordon then went over the report.  Chief Field will send the notes to all LEPC members.

4. Transportation Plan – No transportations members were present. Nothing reported.
5. Member Issues – None
Chief Field announced that the next scheduled meeting is September 1st and asked if anyone was interested in hosting the meeting.  Catharina volunteered to have the next meeting at CSI.
Chief Field asked if there was any other business.  There was not. He then asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion to adjourn by Nancy Hodkoski; motion seconded by Paul Rabeuf.

Meeting adjourned at 11:40a.m.
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