Fire Service Coordination Committee 

Minutes Meeting May12, 2010

The meeting was called to order by Deputy Chief Brunoli @ 19:07 hrs

In Attendance were Commissioner Potter, Commissioner Battle, Philip Kozlak, Deputy Chief Brunoli, Chief Dauphanais, Chief Maccalous, Deputy Chief Harmon, and Dennis Andrews.  From the Public - Capt. Jim Newkirk and a young gentleman who was there for a school project. 

The minutes from March 10, 2010 were approved. The motion to accept was made by Chief Maccalous and seconded by Dennis Andrews.
There was some discussion on the apparatus. Deputy Chief Brunoli stated that the paperwork for the Drakeville tanker was at the Purchasing Department and the Purchasing Agent has to check it before putting it out. There may be a slight delay with the move back to City Hall.  The new pumper for the career department was ordered on Monday the 10th so it should take about 300 days. TVFD is submitting grant requests to replace Engine 14 & T-16 and Drakeville will be submitting for a Thermal Imager. The three departments are submitting for Tough Books for each Department. Burrville has one person in school that may need a black helmet. 

The Chief and Deputy are working on some policies regarding Radio transmissions and Fire Police response.  Some discussion followed and the Deputy Chief asked the group for their input regarding the Fire Police response.
There was some discussion on training. The Training Officer is working on an Officer Training Class and a Driver Training Class for the upcoming year for use in training the volunteer Departments. There were also some questions on the testing for the driver class. The Deputy Chief explained the need for the testing, mostly for the liability that is placed upon everyone should there be an accident.

The updated Equipment Account Balance was not available. There was $29,136.16 at the last meeting. The Deputy Chief stated that we would need $5662.50 for the match of the grant, and reminded all that the group approved the use of up to $20,000 from the account. The Deputy Chief asked if everyone would be willing to place the money they had budgeted for next year toward getting Burrville into SCOTT SCBA. The combined budgeted funds total $11,918 from the 3 departments. We would take the balance from the Equipment Account and TFD would contribute $6,608.33 to complete the purchase.  There was some discussion that the funds were not there, that it is just on paper, and then some discussion followed regarding the budgeting process. We would not move forward with the request.
There was no news on the Strategic Plan.

There was no correspondence. 

Comments from the Public - Jim Newkirk asked if we had a sm-20 nozzle to replace the one that fell apart during the Pump Class. The Deputy Chief told him to come down and pick one up. They should not spend a lot of money to fix the old one if it comes to that. There was a young gentleman doing a school project who asked a question regarding the new pumper, where it was going and what it was replacing? He also asked for the names of those who were in attendance.

Commissioner Potter talked about the replacement of the spare pumpers in the Volunteer ranks. He does not feel there is the need, and stated that when the new pumper arrives we will be able to use Engine 5 as the City spare. He feels that maintaining all the equipment and mechanicals is cost prohibitive. Over the last 2.5 years combined, the spare pumpers responded to only approximately 60 incidents.  Commissioner Potter said that we could call mutual aid, as we do now, to fill the gaps. As we move along we will have more discussion regarding this plan.
Phil Kozlak had nothing for this evening.

Chief Dauphanais asked what the Training Officer wanted regarding the job descriptions. The Deputy Chief will check into it as the Department has job descriptions for all the positions, and that will help to standardize everything.  Chief Dauphanais also asked what the career department would be testing.  A lengthy discussion followed. At the present time we will be testing all the pumps, ladders and doing the DOT inspection. We will then look at the other items that we should have testing records for. A department member filed a complaint stating that records were being falsified, so we would like to take over testing for liability reasons.

Deputy Chief Harmon had nothing at this time

Chief Maccalous stated that the construction has started for the addition at the firehouse.

Dennis Andrews asked where the money was taken from for the testing. Commissioner Potter and the Deputy Chief are under the impression that it would come for the stipend into a separate line item. There was some discussion that it had not yet been moved. The Deputy Chief stated that the Comptroller might not have gotten to moving it as of yet. The Deputy Chief stated that he and the Chief have a meeting on Thursday afternoon regarding the Fire Department budget before it goes to the City Council Thursday night. 
The Deputy Chief explained how Dispatch was moving along with the hope of having LCD dispatching, possibly as soon as July if a contract is signed.

Motion to adjourn by Dennis Andrews, seconded by Chief Maccalous at 20:45 hrs

Respectfully submitted,  Deputy Chief Gary Brunoli
