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Meeting held on November 14, 2016. Meeting was called to order at 12:11 pm by Mary Cecchinato/Torrington Child Care Center. Minutes from last meeting were reviewed. Minutes were approved with one correction: Sara Satalino and Jan Sosnicki were in attendance at the last meeting yet the minutes did not reflect that. The correction was made.

In attendance: Paula Gajewski, Judy Courtot, Mary Cecchinato, Sara Satalino, Molly Sexton-Read, Elizabeth Rhodes, Kate Reinert, Jan Sosnicki, Eileen Marriott, and Sue Fergusson 

Introductions were made.

School Readiness:

Torrington’s Quality Enhancement Scholarship Application deadline extended until Nov 18th. Mary C is aware of one applicant.

Summer Passport to Reading:

Paula shared handout outlining suggestions to enhance the passport project. 52 passports were returned district-wide. Reviewed Summer 2016 data (see handout). It was agreed that with such limited data, it’s difficult to make a decision. Discussed the anticipated list of “jobs” which would need to be filled in order to move forward with next summer’s project. We determined which of these jobs needs to be taken care of right away. The topic of printing costs was discussed. Paula shared that a grant has been written for $1650 which would cover the majority of the printing costs. Elizabeth Rhodes suggested approaching local banks for additional monies. She and Judy Courtot agreed to spearhead this effort. Paula will draft a letter and supply TECC letterhead. We talked about giving the project three years. Other suggestions centered around ways to secure more business/community  involvement/support.

Kindergarten Fair:

Tentative date is March 25th with a snow date of April 1st. Waiting to hear back from the principal of Torringford School to make sure the building is available on those dates. We discussed the purpose of the K Fair, and the misconception that many families have about registering their children at the K Fair. Some schools accept registration packets while others will only accept them at the individual schools during registration week/s. We talked about the need for standardization district-wide and the importance of engaging families in this process. If it’s more convenient for families to drop off Registration materials at the K Fair, then all schools should be accepting them. We discussed the need for a Central Office administrator to issue that directive.

Meeting adjourned at 2:00 pm. Next Education Workgroup meeting scheduled for December 12, 2016.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Fergusson, Superintendent’s Designee
