City of Torrington Economic Development Commission

MINUTES October 6, 2015
5:00 PM Room 215
Attendance: Commissioners Nancy Sieller, Bill Battle, Lisa Soliani and Ed Cannatta. Economic Development Director Erin Wilson

The meeting was called to order on a motion by Lisa Soliani and seconded by Bill Battle at 5:08 PM.

A motion was made by Bill Battle and seconded by Ed Cannatta to open the meeting to the public.

A motion was made by Nancy Sieller to approve the meeting minutes from August 4, 2015 and Special Meeting August 25, 2015 with corrections and seconded by Lisa Soliani.

There was a brief discussion over the recording of minutes and the need for commissioners to step up and assist with taking minutes.  

Economic Development Director Erin Wilson summarized the POP Grant and explained how the grant was closed out.  She mentioned the upcoming 275th Celebration where the new brand will be unveiled to the public.  She also made the EDC aware of the banner that the consultant gifted to the City as part of the unveiling,

Ms. Wilson discussed the up-coming Step Up and CEDF events, dates TBA.

Ms. Wilson then went on to discuss a new grant opportunity from the Department of Economic & Community Development called the Brownfields Area-wide Planning Grant.  She explained the City’s desire to ask for the full $200,000 grant which requires a 10% City match. She explained that it was a planning grant that would focus on a municipal wide strategy of brownfields redevelopment and marketing Torrington as a Micropolitan community.  She then explained the grant would focus on 2/3 priority sites to assist with implementable strategies down the road.  Specifically she explained the need for an infrastructure design plan for Franklin Street and Franklin Drive along with some greenway design plans.
A motion was made by Nancy Sieller and seconded by Ed Cannatta to support the City’s application for the BAR Grant and to have a representative from the EDC sit on a brownfields working group/steering committee should the grant be awarded.

No old business was discussed.

A motion was made to close the meeting at 6:25 PM by Ed Cannatta and seconded by Bill Battle.

