LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF TORRINGTON
ORDINANCE CHANGE
Be it Ordained by the Board of Councilmen of the City of Torrington that the Code of Ordinances Chapter 187, Taxation, Article VII, Tax Abatement for Volunteer Firefighters has been amended as follows.  Deletions appear struck through and additions are in bold.
ARTICLE VII.-TAX ABATEMENT FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS
§ 187-22.-Statutory authority.
The following article is hereby adopted pursuant to the provisions of §12-81w of the General Statutes as amended by Public Act 99-272 and Public Act 16-99.
§ 187-23.-Abatement granted.
A. Each active member of volunteer firefighter for the Burrville Volunteer Fire Department, Drakeville Volunteer Fire Department, and Torringford Volunteer Fire Department (hereinafter the “Volunteer Fire Departments”) who has served as a an active volunteer firefighter, fire police officer or emergency medical technician for the City of Torrington for not less than the two immediately preceding calendar years shall have any real and/or motor vehicle property taxes owed to the City of Torrington by such firefighter, fire police officer or emergency medical technician abated according to the following schedule:
	Completed Years of Service
	Dollar Amount of Taxes Abated

	2
	$200.00

	4
	$400.00

	6
	$600.00

	8
	$800.00

	10 or more
	$1,000.00



B.    Said abatement shall  only  be for active members and retired members of any of the Volunteer Fire Departments.
C.    “Active members”, for the purposes of this article, shall be any member who attends one training drill per calendar month plus six monthly administrative drills per fiscal year and who performs the duties of a volunteer firefighter, or fire policeman or emergency medical technician.
“Retired member”, for the purposes of this article, shall be any member of any of the Volunteer Fire Departments who has retired after providing at least 25 years of service and who performed the duties of a volunteer firefighter, fire policeman or emergency medical technician.
D.    Years of service shall not be deemed to have been interrupted by department medical leave, by military service with the United States, or by injury where Worker’s Compensation is involved.  When a person has served as a volunteer firefighter, fire police officer or emergency medical technician, left such service and returned to volunteer firefighting duty, a person shall not be eligible for the tax abatement until he or she has completed one full calendar year of service.  A person’s total years of service will then include the number of previous years served.
§ 187-24.-Application of abatement.
The tax abatement under this article shall be applied first against any real property taxes owing to the City of Torrington, then against motor vehicle taxes owing to the City of Torrington.  In the event that a tax to which the abatement is applied is paid in installments, then the exemption shall be applied 50 percent to each installment.
§ 187-25.-Maintenance of records.
The Tax Collector of the City of Torrington shall maintain a record of all taxes abated in accordance with this article.
§ 187-26.-Applicability.
A.    The tax abatement under this article shall be applicable for any real property or motor vehicle of a volunteer firefighter, fire police officer, emergency medical technician or an individual who is a retired member of any of the Volunteer Fire Departments eligible for such abatement whether such property is owned individually, jointly, or as tenant income with one or more other persons.
B.     This article shall be applicable to taxes owing beginning with the taxes on the Grand List of October 1, 2002 except with respect to taxes owing by an individual who is a retired member of any of the Volunteer Fire Departments, the abatement shall begin on the Grand List of October 1, 2016.
Copies of the Ordinance change are available on the City’s website and in the Office of the City Clerk.
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